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2009-2010 Lodge Officers 

Exalted Ruler:                       Donna L. Slocombe 

Leading Knight:                    

Loyal Knight:                                    Carl Hoffman           

Lecturing Knight:                             Michael Foley                                  
Tiler:                                                John O'Connor                               

Secretary:                                             Justin Foley                       

Treasurer:                                  Colleen Cummins  

Esquire:                 J. Donald Loiselle, PER, HLM        

Chaplain:                                         Frank G. Real 

Inner Guard:                            Timothy O'Connor              

Trustee                            Robert Haas, PER HLM   

Trustee:                                           Richard Kuras                       

Trustee:                                              Patricia Roos   

Trustee                                        Joseph Beggetta                                

Trustee:          John H. Rossmeisel, Sr., PER,HLM  

 
 . 
 

 

.  

We will have our district deputies pre-

visit inspection at 9 am on  August 22. I 

am confident that DD Martin will find 

that our trustees have made quite an ef-

fort to correct the items that we were told 

needed attention last year. They have 

been hard at work addressing these issues 

and are still working to greater improve 

our physical plant.   
 

Soon the Anniversary Committee led by 

PER LaFleur will begin to plan our 50th 

Anniversary celebration to be held in 

2010.  
 

The state of the economy is starting to 

have its effects on our lodge. We need to 

be looking to the future and decide what 

direction our lodge must take.   Do we 

want to downsize our facility?  Do we 

want to sell this property and relocate?  Is 

a merger the answer?  The Board of 

Trustees is looking into the first to possi-

bilities. And there have been ongoing 

rumors about a merger of our Lodge with 

the Holyoke Lodge.  There is no impend-

ing merger of our lodges. However, be-

cause we need to look at every scenario 

that could be the best future route for our 

lodge to take, I have appointed a commit-

tee which will be led by Al Baj to look at 

both the pros and cons of any possible 

merger. ER Chris Quill of the Holyoke 

Lodge is appointing a comparable com-

mittee at his lodge to meet with Al and 

his group. This will not be a drawn out 

process. Both committees will keep their 

respective lodges informed of their pro-

gress on a monthly basis. If it is found 

that it is not in the best interest of either 

lodge to merge then the merger process 

will go no further. If it is thought to be of 

value to pursue this venture, then the 

matter will be brought to the floor of the  

lodges.  Both committees are being  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exalter Rulerôs Message  
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I would like to thank each and every 

one of you for giving me the opportu-

nity to represent you at the Grand 

Lodge Convention, last month in 

Portland, Oregon. Flying into Port-

land through the Cascades was really 

something.  Breathtaking, to say the 

least.  The mountains seemed so close 

I felt that I could reach right out the 

window and touch their snow covered 

peaks.  From our hotel, which was on 

the edge of the beautiful Columbia 

River, we had a perfect view of Mt. 

Hood every day.  
 

Our hotel was quite a distance to the 

center of town where the convention 

center was, so it meant up and at óem 

rather early each morning!  The 10 

West District ERôs and our DD and 

Esquire met at breakfast each morn-

ing and traveled as a group on the 

shuttle bus to the convention center 

for the business sessions each day. I 

attended every required session in its 

entirety.  
 

The opening session was quite im-

pressive, with each state President 

proudly carrying in his or her state 

flag as was the installation of the offi-

cers at the final session. 
  
But now, its time to settle back down 

to the business at hand at the lodge. 

Larry Bowers has resigned from the 

board of trustees and John Sellig has 

resigned as Leading Knight. I have 

appointed Patricia Roos to fill the 

trustee vacancy. Nominations and 

election of a new trustee and Leading 

Knight will be held at our August 

meeting. 

 charged with keeping an open mind 

and I ask all members to do the same 

and remember, this is just a fact finding 

mission at this time and there is no 

foregone conclusion that a merger will 

take place. 

 

These are all questions that only you 

the members can answer and we need 

your input and your voices should be 

heard.  Please come to the meetings.  

Help us build our lodge membership 

back up to the size it used to be.  Bring 

us your ideas for fund raisers. We need 

to show a greater participation and sup-

port of our membership in our lodge 

activities.  The soccer shoot and hoop 

shoot are coming up and volunteers are 

needed.  Al will soon be asking for help 

with the dictionary project.  Why not 

sign up to help with one of these lodge 

activities? 

Fraternally, 

 

Exalted Ruler 
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PROSPECTVE MEMBERS 

 

Proposed                           By 

John Spano                 -             Robert Haas 

Christopher D. Loiselle - J. Donald Loiselle 

 A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

I am very pleased with the response 

given by our members, friends and fami-

lies for the overwhelming support that 

these volunteers gave me in holding the 

benefit for Carl Hoffman, showing that 

Elks Care-Elks Share. 

Your faithfulness to that promise, shows 

me and others that we as a lodge can 

work together and bring forth what we 

are all about.  Elks fromall over the 

State, Connecticut and even the Grand 

Lodge showed their support for Carl.  I 

am pleased to say thank you to all who 

helped make the grill, kitchen, bar and 

raffle succeed without a single hitch.  

Those who helped are Larry Bowers, 

Bob Cloutier, Ron Radcliff, Penny Mar-

tin and her kids,  Ruth Martin, Diane 

Romano, Rick Trudell, Al Trudell, 

Chuck Narault, Colleen Cummins, Chris 

McKinney, Judy Basilone, Elaine Sellig, 

Helen Bowers, Donna Slocombe, 

Jennine Nolds, Mary Ann Lyons,  

Secretaryõs Corner 

By Justin C. Foley 

 

 

 
Members All, itôs that time of 

year again, summer is nearly 

over and we have a lot of ac-

tivity scheduled at the lodge. 

We have the DD visit coming 

up. The Soccer shoot and the 

Hoop Shoot are coming also. 

We would really like to see 

more members involved in 

lodge activities. Also we still 

have thirty-seven members 

that have not paid their dues 

for the 09 ï 10 Elk Year. Re-

member if you donôt pay them 

soon  you will be dropped 

from the rolls of active mem-

bers and you wonôt be able to 

come into the Lodge without 

an active membership card. So 

if you like coming here , 

please  pay your dues. On Sep-

tember 1,2009 we will have 

our next initiation of new 

members, why not come to the 

meeting and welcome our 

newest members.?  

Thank you.     Justin 

 
HOMES FOR OUR 

TROOPS 

HFOT is an organization that pro-

vides specially adapted homes for 

our severely wounded service 

members all over the country at 

no cost to them. HFOT is based in 

Taunton, MA. At the time of Mi-

chael Eckerôs death, they were 

planning a home for him and a 

raffle was under way to help fund 

it.  This home has now been allo-

cated to SSG Michael Downing, a 

member of the Middleboro Elks.  

Our lodge is supporting this raffle 

to help Michael and Sgt Peter 

Rooney of Worthington. Raffle 

tickets are available at the bar. See 

Al Baj for more details. 

August 

 BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

The New Veteranôs 

Fundraising Pins are 

now available at the 

Lodge.  Support Our 

Veteranôs, buy a pin! 

See Al Baj to get 

your pins. 

Wii is coming to our 

Lodge!!! See Al Baj if you 

would like to help fund this 

project.  

 

 

4 ï Douglas Goodman 

5 ï Michael Sullivan 

7 ï Al Baj 

8 ï Timothy Quirk 

11 ï Stephen Sgueglia 

11 ï Richard Turnbull 

18 ï Ralph King Sr. 

18 - Robert OôConnor 

19 ï Philip Caron 

20 ï Max Merek 

22 ï George Kelly 

24 ï Robert Vandal 

25 ï Laurence Taillfer 

27 ï John Rossmeisl 

28 ï Donna Slocombe 

29 ï Donald Guiel 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Wishes for a very Happy Birthday 
go out  to the following members: 

 

       Day   Member 

Nancy Shields, Earl Roos and John 

Sellig. 

Thank you all from the bottom of my 

heart. Lets do another function together 

in the future. What a great team! 

Fraternally,  

Bob Haas 

Bob Haas, PER, Trustee 
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The West Springfield-Agawam Lodge of Elks  Meets The First And Third 

Tuesdays Of Each Month At 7 p.m.  With the Exception of  July and August 

when the Lodge meets only on the third Thursday of the  Month. 

Are you ill?  Do you know  a member 

who is?  Please inform your lodge so 

proper steps can be taken.   

Funeral  

Ritual  

The Elks funeral 

Ritual is an impres-

sive tribute and is 

available to the 

family of all Elks.  

 Because of our respect for the departed 

member and their family,  we will not 

perform the ritual unless we are re-

quested to do so.   Rituals are only per-

formed for current, paid up members. 

If you have submissions for the News-

letter.  Please email your items to                      

donnaslo@aol.com by the 20th of the 

month.  Or call Donna at 413-262-9226 

 

Be a Proposer!  Invite a 

friend to become an Elk. 

Membership growth is our 

future. 

 

 

Reminder:  email donnaslo@aol.com if 

you would like to receive your bulletin 

via email. Put Lodge 2174 in subject 

line.   

 

 

Spaghetti Supper  

This monthôs Spaghetti Supper will 

be held on August 3.  and Septem-

berôs will be on August 31. The meal 

consists of spaghetti and Joeôs great 

homemade Italian spaghetti sauce, 

meatballs, tossed salad, and plain or 

garlic bread. Coffee is served and 

the bar is open to sell soda and other 

beverages. The dinner is served from 

4 to 7 and costs only $6 for adults 

and $3 for children.   

Volunteers are sorely needed and 

welcome. This is a great function at 

which you can easily help your 

lodge even if you canôt work the 

entire event a couple hours would 

help. 

ER Slocombe is in her office every 1st, 

2nd and 3rd Tuesday of the Month 

from 5-7 and always available by 

phone  at 413-262-9226. 

JRE 

Masonry & Restoration, Inc. 

161 Main Street, Holyoke, MA   01040 

Jerome  R. Ezold, President 

Office: (413) 533-3003  Fax: 413-533-0303             

Web:WWW.JREMasonry.com                    

email:  Jezold@jremasonry.com 

The Spaghetti Supper Committee 

Needs your Help.  

Please come to the next supper 

with your sleeves rolled up ready 

to work! 
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August 2009 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

2 3 Spaghetti 

Supper 

4 5 6 7 1                                               

                         8    

9 10 11 Trustees 

Meeting & Gov 

Body Meeting 

12     13  14 15  

16  17   18  Lodge 

Meeting 

19 Hump Nite 

       Social 

20 

 

21  22 

23 24 

 

25 26 

 

                    

27 28  29 Elk of the 

Year Steak Roast 

30 31 Spaghetti Sup-

per ð  DD  Clinic 

Northampton 
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