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Cross country skiing is great if you live in a small country. 
Steven Wright 
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James L. Nichelson
GRAND EXALTED RULER 

2009-2010  

Hello Everyone;
Where did the summer go? August was a quiet month. We had our first District Deputy Clinic on 

Thursday August 13th in Plymouth. We had to cancel the Foxwoods trip and the Family Day Picnic 

because of lack of interest. I hope that things will change now that everyone is back from vacations. There 

are over 700 members in our lodge, It would be nice to see some new faces helping out too. The annual 

Pig Roast on September 13th will be a lot of fun. Please come and enjoy our outside area. Tickets are on 

sale in the Lounge. I want to thank the House Committee and Billy LaMere for all of their hard work on 

Friday night and Wednesday night Suppers and meat raffles. We are always looking for volunteers to help 

out. Preparing for the suppers takes a lot of time. 

Keep up the good work and Thank You!

Laura Dickson Exalted Ruler 2009-2010

A Big THANK YOUto Shawn Graham for stepping up to the plate and 

taking over as the manager of our Lodge while Phyllis was on vacation.
Great job Shawn!!! 

A Message from Grand Exalted Ruler James L. Nichelson

To All District Deputies, Exalted Rulers, Officers and Members:

Every Lodge can do more to encourage the use of its Manuals. The Manuals contain a 

treasure trove of useful information, but they must be read and used. Secretaries, please 

update the Lodgeôs Manuals.

Now, updating of Manuals is made easier. Most Manuals are available online and can 

be downloaded at elks.org. Click on the Secretary link and on Manuals.

Exalted Rulers are reminded October is Elks National Foundation Month. Is your ENF 

Committee planning a fundraiser? Also, are you laying plans for a large class of well-

indoctrinated candidates for initiation in the Exalted Rulerôs Class? I look forward to 

your good efforts. Please plan to work National Foundation into the Lodge Orientation 

Program. Give your candidates a pledge card form and encourage membership in ENF. 

Be sure your Lodge National Foundation Board is up-to-date.

On a bright note, the Chicago Lodge Membership System is now utilized at a level that 

is beneficial (both) to Lodges and to the Order. CLMS is continually refined, but is 

proving to be a useful and time-saving tool. If your Lodge is one of the few not online 

with CLMS, by all means, do it now.

Lapsationshould be a continuing priority at all levels of the Order, and especially at 

the Lodge level. The Lodge LapsationCommittee is an integral part of the Lodge 

membership program. Make sure your LapsationCommittee knows its job and works 

at it. 



Massachusetts Elks Association

Upcoming Events

September 12, 2009MA Elks Annual September 11th Remembrance 
Ceremony - Randolph Lodge #2130

September 13, 2009MA Elks Association 1st Regional Meeting
Maynard Lodge #1568

September 14, 2009MA Elks Annual Golf Tournament
New England Country Club, Bellingham, MA
Franklin Lodge #2136 Hosting

September 19, 2009MA Elks - Fenton-Densmore Football
Holy Cross vs Harvard

September 20, 2009MA Elks!ƴƴǳŀƭ Ϧ²ŀƭƪ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜά
for the ENF at the Wakefield Lodge

September 20, 2009Area 1 Ritual Roulette Contest (Connecticut)

September 26-27, 2009MA Elks Trip to Ground Zero, New York City
$229.00 Per Person (Double Occupancy) For assistance call:  Frank 
(508)951-9927 or Al (508)728-5338

James F. Strojny, Jr.
President MA Elks Association, Inc. 

Taunton Lodge of Elks #150

Membership Report
Members as of 3/31/2009 - 699

Increases Decreases:
Initiated: 14 Dropped: 0 
Affiliated: 3 Deaths: 1
Reinstated: 0 Dimits:  1

Total Increase:17 - Total Decreases:2
Membership as of 8/7/2009:714
Delinquent Members to date:79
Proposed Members:*** NONE ***

Interviewing ςSeptember 1st @  7:00pm

Prayer for Those in the Armed Services

O God of Mercy, we beg You now to protect in a 
special way those who are fighting for us and for 
the country we love. Bless them and take care of 
them. If they are tired, give them strength. If they 
are wounded and suffering, give them comfort. If 
they are lonely, touch them with Your gentle hand 
and let them know that You are near them. Grant 
them strength, wisdom and help through Your 
power and Your limitless love. Amen.

Source: The Presidential Prayer Team

Pig Roast September 13th @ 1:00pm. 

Tickets: Adults-$12.00, Kids 6-10 $8.00 

and Children 5 & Under-Free.

There will also be $1.00 Drafts 
Proceeds to Benefit the Scholarship Fund

Wish List

1. Pig - Wayne Griffith, Dick Orsi, Al Dube & Ray Parent
& Cooking the Pig will be Artie St. Onge

2. Raffles 10lb lobster, 5lb lobster, 3 chickens 

3. Raffle Sellers _______

4. Cash always Welcome  ______

5. One new 6ô picnic table ______

6. 3 Kegs ______

7. Clean up crew inside & outside ______

8. Case of Cabbage ______

9. Apple Sauce - Todd Remiels

10. Servers (Need 4) ______

11. Chowder Stock ______

12. Watermelon - Todd Remiels

13. Desserts _______

14. Corn ______

15  Rolls ______ 

16. Door Prize - Gail Kupchun

17. Potatoes ______

18. 10 Cases of soda ______

19. Set up crew outside ______

20. Beans - Todd Remiels

21. Volunteer Dishwasher _______

22. Hoop Shoot Coordinator ______

23. Chowder ______

24. Bar Tender (tips only) ______

25. DBL # Raffle Tickets 1 person  ______

26. Cases of Water 12oz bottles - Mike Amaral

27. 2 #10 cans crushed pineapple - Mike Amaral

28. Cole Slaw - Todd Remiels

29. Charcoal

30. Lighter Fluid

31. Apple wood Chunks ïSean Noel

Anyone wishing to make a donation please contact 
Phyllis Lovett (Manager)  at1-508-947-0190  or Kathy 
Graham (Scholarship Committee) at 1-508-742-5136.

District Deputy Pre-Visit October 15th

District Deputy Visit October 23rd

5-6 cocktails 6-7 meal 7:30 meeting

September Tuesday Night 
Lounge Pizza Special:

Tuesday 5:00pm to 9:00pm Cheese Pizza $3.00 
with additional toppings available for $.25 each.

Offer valid not valid for take outs.
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Meet an Elk
BIOGRAPHY OF 

JAMES L. NICHELSON 
GRAND EXALTED RULER 

2009-2010 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the U.S.A.

Born May 3, 1948, in Lima, Ohio, James L. Nichelson, the oldest of ten children, was raised on a working farm, learning responsibility 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ WƛƳΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΣ ǎƻ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴΣ ƳƛƭƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜfarm. If 
anything broke, they fixed it. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ WƛƳ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ hƘƛƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Řǳŀƭ ŘŜgree with 
distinction in 1971. Jim briefly pondered going on for a doctorate and becoming a university professor, but decided, instead,to give law 
school a try. He earned a Juris Doctor degree from The Ohio State University School of Law, cum laude, in 1974. 

Jim spent four years in the U.S. Air Force and Army ROTC while in college and law school. After graduation, he spent several months on 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ Řǳǘȅ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ .Ŝƴ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ !ǊƳȅ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ .ŀǎƛŎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ WƛƳΩǎ Ƴilitary career 
was in the inactive reserves. 

Jim met his wife, the former Mary Carolyn Pearl, in 1969, while providing consulting services to a model cities program in Martins Ferry, 
Ohio. The couple were married August 19, 1972. Mary Carolyn taught elementary school in Westerville, Ohio, for two years while Jim 
finished law school. She is now principal of St. Mary Central School in Martins Ferry. 

After graduation, Jim was offered a position with a law firm in Belmont County, Ohio. As this was the home area of his wife, they were 
happy to return to the upper Ohio River Valley. The couple established a home in Martins Ferry. There, they raised three children: Tom, 
an engineer, Lauren, an attorney, and Ellen, a marketing director. Jim and Mary Carolyn boast of their four grandchildren. 

Lƴ мфттΣ WƛƳ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƳƻƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ Lƴ мфулΣ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ .ŜƭƳƻƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎdefender. 
In 1996, he became a founding Belmont County park commissioner, serving as secretary/treasurer for ten years. He has recentlyretired 
from public service to devote time to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

aŀǊȅ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ tŜŀǊƭΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-time Exalted Ruler of Martins Ferry Elks Lodge No. 895. And, soon after returning to 
Martins Ferry, Jim was pleased to be initiated into the Order and soon started through the Lodge chairs, becoming Exalted Ruler in 1979-
1980. He has served as a Lodge Officer every year since his initiation, replacing his father-in-law as Lodge Treasurer in 1994 and holding 
that office ever since. The Lodge voted him into Honorary Life Membership in 2007. By then, after two mergers, the Lodge had become 
Ohio River Valley Lodge No. 231. 

Jim Nichelson became active in the Ohio Elks Association Southeast District and in the State Association. He worked his way through the 
District chairs, becoming District Activities Chairman in 1987- 1988. He became legal advisor to the Ohio Elks Association in 1983 and has 
served in that capacity almost every year to the present. He has also been State Judiciary Chairman and Parliamentarian. He was named 
an Honorary Ohio State President in 2008. 

Jim also has served the Grand Lodge, becoming District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler in 1990. In 1996, he was appointed to the Grand 
Lodge Committee on Judiciary, where he served until 2004 and as Chairman the last two years. In 2005, he was elected to the Board of 
Grand Trustees, serving as Approving Member East, Home Member, Pension Member and Vice Chairman. He has also served the Grand
Lodge for two years as Parliamentarian and as a Member of the Pardon Commission. 

Active in the community, Jim is a member of the Knights of Columbus, Eagles, Redmen, VFW (life member) and the American Legion. He 
is a past president of the Belmont County Bar Association, the Martins Ferry Chamber of Commerce, the Ohio Valley Classical Camerata 
Choir, and the Belmont County Chapter of the American Cancer Society, and he formed the Martins Ferry Educational Foundation.Heis a 
ŎŀƴǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ aŀǊǘƛƴǎ CŜǊǊȅΦ IŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴΣ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŎƻŘƛǊected Teens 
Encounter Christ retreats for high school juniors and seniors. 

Jim Nichelson believes strongly in the charitable and good works of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. As Grand Exalted Ruler 
(National President) he hopes he can spread the word that ELKS MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

I apologize for not keeping this column up to date since I took over from Chris as Chairman, but itôs been a lot of learning over the last few 

weeks. I am planning to continue the column so that our members can be up to date on the different programs and deadlines forscholarship 

applications. Currently, there are two programs that will need attention pretty quickly if anyone wants to apply. They are:

ENF Emergency Educational Fund Grant ïThis Grant is available to children of Deceased or Totally disabled Elks. Grant 

Amounts range up to $4000.Deadline for New applications is December 31st/Deadline for Renewal applications is October 

31st.Remember that these are Postmark deadlines. The actual applications will need to be submitted to the Scholarship committee earlier 

than that to be reviewed and verified.

ENF ñMost Valuable StudentòïAvailable to any student from any school in towns affiliated with our lodge.  Elk membership for 

Parents or Grandparents not required. Applications available September 1st, 2009/Must be submitted to the lodge by November 2nd, 

2009. This is 2 full months earlier than last year, so DONôT WAIT!!

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at seannoel@verizon.netFurther notices will appear here and on the Lodge 

bulletin boards. Thanks for your time, and please remember the Pig Roast on September 13th, proceeds to benefit the Scholarship Fund.

Sean Noel

mailto:seannoel@verizon.net
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The Benevolent 

and Protective Order of Elks 
will Never
CƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳέ

Elks National Home
931 Ashland Avenue
Bedford, VA 24523
1-800-552-4140
enhome@elkshome.org
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If you have an old phone w/charger to donate to our 
soldiers then please drop  it off at the lodge. 

There is a box in the hallway.


